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"Powerfully raw, deeply moving, and utterly authentic. Rachel Lloyd has turned a personal atrocity

into triumph and is nothing less than a true hero.Â .Â .Â .Â Never again will you look at young girls

on the street as one of 'those' womenâ€”you will only see little girls that are girls just like us."

â€”Demi Moore, actress and activistÂ With the power and verity of First They Killed My Father and A

Long Way Gone, Rachel Lloydâ€™s riveting survivor story is the true tale of her hard-won escape

from the commercial sex industry and her bold founding of GEMS, New York Cityâ€™s Girls

Education and Mentoring Service, to help countless other young girls escape "the life." Lloydâ€™s

unflinchingly honest memoir is a powerful and unforgettable story of inhuman abuse, enduring hope,

and the promise of redemption.
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What is the difference between a teenage prostitute and a commercial sexually exploited teenage

girl? You will learn this when you read this book by an author who has been there, done that,

suffered through it and yet managed to turn her life around. Thereafter she established an

organization in New York called GEMS, acronym for Girls Educational and Mentoring Service, a



safe house for commercially sexually exploited teenage girls.The author, Rachel, was the daughter

of an unstable, poor mother and Robert, a man who may or may not have been her father, but who

physically abused both her mother and her, finally abandoning them. Unable to face his desertion,

Rachel's mother, already a drunk became immobilized in liquor and depression, totally ignoring

Rachel as there was no room in her life from then on for her daughter. Rachel was glad the man

was gone for he beat on her often. Rachel spent little or no time at home, meeting her needs

through shoplifting and running with her peers. However, in Rachel's earlier years, her mother had

been loving and took care of her. This gave Rachel a foundation when she was out of her teens to

straighten out her own life and become what she now is.However, when thirteen, needing and

seeking love and protection, she fell into the same trap that other teenage girls, ages generally from

twelve to eighteen do. She met a suave man who took her to dinner, spoke softly and gently to her,

made her believe he cared about her and then took her to his room and introduced her to sex.
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